LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The Department was established in the 1960s for disseminating comprehensive knowledge
about Political Science at the Graduation level. The explicit objective has been promoting
higher education and learning in the field and with successive batches of students regularly
attending classes and completing the course, this target has been satisfactorily met by the
College and Department.

Some of the related learning outcomes for the students have been the following:

>

Understanding of Politics: An in-depth empirical as well as qualitative
understanding of the lively subject of politics for the students which helps them
appreciate news reporting, political discussions and debates, domestic and
international events.

Good Citizenship: Inculcates good citizenship values in the students, making them
aware of their rights and duties.

Values and Awareness: The curriculum encourages gender sensitization, religious
harmony and through different courses within the subject. Classroom discussions
and invited lectures are organized for reinforcing these values. Certain courses on
Indian Political History, harping on the ills and trauma of partition, the value of
secularism are theoretically discussed to uphold the ethical standards for the
students. Also, the student composition reflects two things very clearly; there is a
substantial intake of female students every year (almost forty per cent). And,
students from all religious communities are part of the classroom.

Minority and Weaker Students: The Department is committed to the vision and
mission of the College and takes special care to teach students from minority
communities and other weaker sections. The Department has traditionally
witnessed the admission of students of poorer sections in Central Calcutta, which
forms the immediate surrounding of the College. To that end, the Department
promotes inclusive education, providing equal opportunities to all.

Mature Learners: Advanced and interested learners are encouraged by the
Department to participate in debates, students’ seminars in the College as well as in
other institutions. This is very helpful in improving their communicative skills. They
regularly contribute to Wall Magazines by writing their thoughts on a relevant issue.
Environmental Awareness: Environmental awareness is specially inculcated
among students of the Department by teaching them the history of environmental
movements and its present dynamics. Separate assignments and examinations on
Environmental Studies are conducted as a part of the Calcutta University academic
calendar, which is compulsory for all students.

Outreach Programs: The Department organizes interesting outreach programs for
students as there is appreciation for learning beyond classrooms. These trips are
usually visits to places of political relevance within the city like the Legislative
Assembly.

E-Learning: Since the initiatives by the MHRD for e-based learning, the Department
has been committed to preparing study materials for students which can be made
available online. Students are made aware of existing online Journals and E-Books
during classroom discussions and encouraged to access them in the College Library.

Post-Graduation: The Department prepares students for Post-Graduate courses in
not just Political Science, but also History, International Relations, Sociology. Legal
Studies, Public Administration, Comparative Politics. The courses of the Department



are designed and imparted in a way which makes the students both interested, and
capable of pursuing these subjects for their Masters.

Competitive Examinations: The students are disciplined to appear for competitive
examinations to enter into academic teaching like National Eligibility Test (NET)
and State-Level National Eligibility test (SLET). The knowledge gained by them in
the three years in crucial for their preparations.

The students are also prepared to undertake competitive courses such as
Management and its related fields, Journalism and Law.

The students are aided with the study materials to prepare for Civil Services at the
national (UPSC) and regional levels. They feel a competitive edge as prospective
candidates due to a strong general knowledge in politics, as well as courses like
Indian Political History and Movement, Indian Constitution, Comparative
Government and Politics (Foreign Constitutions), International Relations and Public
Administration.

Higher Research and Social Activities: Students are capable of pursuing social
science research with leading institutions in the country and abroad. Many find
appealing academic satisfaction in pursuing field-work based research as the Course
impresses upon them the significance of such work for micro-level research.
Students can also involve themselves with non-governmental organizations,
contributing to society in a very meaningful way.



